
FLORENCE CITY COUNCIL   
Regular Meeting Agenda 

Monday, July 15, 2024, 6:30 PM 

Watch this meeting live on the City’s YouTube channel at 
https://www.youtube.com/@CityofFlorenceCO 
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1) CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
City Council Chambers, 600 W. 3rd Street, Florence, CO 81226

2) ROLL CALL:
   Mayor Wolfe 

Councilman Vanhoutan 
Councilman Stiefel 
Councilwoman Stone 
Councilman Mergelman 
Councilwoman Gardner 
Councilwoman MacKinnon 

3) PRESENTATIONS
a) Presentations from applicants for 2024 Outside Agency Funding Program Florence

Architectural and Cultural Traditions
Florence Arts Council
Florence Chamber of Commerce
Florence Historical Archives, Inc.
Florence Merchants’ Association
Florence Pioneer Museum and Research Center
Florence Senior Community Center
JJs Helping Paws
Miller-Kitto American Legion Post 25
Nature’s Educators
Pioneer Day Board

4) PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any matter on this agenda may, at the discretion of the governing body, be opened for
public comment and discussion (three minutes).

5) CONSENT AGENDA
a) Consider approving the minutes as written for the Regular City Council Meeting on

July 1, 2024
b) Consider approving City expenditures prepared on July 4, 2024, in the amount of

$4,100.47, and July 11, 2024, in the amount of $92,362.83
c) Consider approving the annual liquor license renewal for the Green Parrot Lounge
d) Consider approving the Agreement for Water Service for 1305 West 4th Street,

Florence, Colorado 81226
e) Consider ratifying the purchase of one hundred fifty (150) sections of crowd control

barricade

6) OLD BUSINESS
a) Consider approving the second reading of Ordinance No. 8 – 2024: An Ordinance

approving re-zoning of lots 17 through 20, Block L of the United Oil Company’s Mesa
Subdivision from I – 1 Light Industrial Zone District to R-1 Low Density Residential Zone
District

https://www.youtube.com/@CityofFlorenceCO
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7) COUNCIL UPDATES 

a) City Council Reports 
b) City Manager Reports 
 

8)  EXECUTIVE SESSION(S): IF NECESSARY 
Pursuant to C.R.S. §24-6-402(4)(b), an executive session for the purpose of conferencing with an 
attorney for the local public body for the purposes of receiving legal advice on specific legal 
questions pertaining to any item listed on the agenda herein and/or any related discussion that may 
arise thereto. Such executive session may be entered into at any time or at any point on the agenda, 
if necessary and with the requisite Council approval.  

 
9) ADJOURNMENT: Adjournment until the next regular City Council Meeting 

   Monday, August 5, 2024 
 

 



 
COUNCIL DISCUSSION FORM                   
MEETING DATE:  JULY 15, 2024 
STAFF CONTACT:  AMY NASTA, CITY MANAGER 
 
 
Agenda Item: Presentations from applicants for 2024 Outside Agency Funding Program 
 
Department: Administration  
 
 
Background/Description of Item:  
 
The City received applications from eleven (11) organizations requesting funding through the 2024 
Outside Agency Funding program:  
 

• Florence Architectural and Cultural Traditions 
• Florence Arts Council 
• Florence Chamber of Commerce 
• Florence Historical Archives, Inc. 
• Florence Merchants’ Association 
• Florence Pioneer Museum and Research Center 
• Florence Senior Community Center 
• JJs Helping Paws 
• Miller-Kitto American Legion Post 25 
• Nature’s Educators 
• Pioneer Day Board 

 
 
Each Agency has been asked to give an oral presentation not to exceed five (5) minutes in length, 
after which time the City Council may ask questions of the applicant. 
 
Funding will be awarded at the August 5, 2024, Regular City Council meeting. 
 
Attachments: 

• Outside Agency Funding Requests Program Document 
• Applications for Outside Agency Funding 
• Outside Agency Funding Score Sheets 

 
 
 



 

City of Florence, Colorado 
Outside Agency Funding 

Program Overview 
 

 
Program Purpose 

Community agencies can often provide services that municipal government cannot and may serve to fill 
in these service gaps, especially in areas such as health and well-being, the meeting of basic needs, 
youth programs, prevention programs, community activities, and the promotion of history, arts, and 
culture. This program is intended to provide financial support to such agencies so that they may 
continue to provide direct benefits to the City of Florence, Florence residents, and/or businesses within 
the City of Florence. 

Eligibility Requirements 

The requirements of this program are intended to ensure, to the greatest extent possible, that the 
funding being requested will be utilized to create a positive and measureable effect within the City of 
Florence. In order to ensure accountability and promote good fiscal stewardship, the City of Florence 
requires the following information for award consideration: 

An Outside Agency Funding Request Form which has been completed and signed by the applicant. 
Information on this form includes the following: 

• Information about the organization; 
• Information about the activity, program, and/or service funding is being requested for; 
• Information regarding the projected benefit to the community, including the number of 

Florence residents projected to be served; 
• Other requests for funding; 
• Information regarding measures of success and accountability 

Ineligible Requests 

The requested funding has restrictions and cannot be utilized for certain purposes including, but not 
limited to, the following. 

• Building Maintenance 
• Rent and/or mortgage payments 
• The payment or any taxes and/or fees 
• Salaries (including employee benefits) 
• Utility payments 



 

Selection Process 

As specific dates will change on an annual basis such information will be posted to the City’s website 
each year in advance of all deadlines. All dates will be based upon the City’s budget calendar and budget 
process. 

A time frame for accepting applications will be provided to applicants. Any applications received after 
this time frame will not be eligible for consideration. All applications received by the published deadline 
each years shall be reviewed by a Review Committee prior to any recommendations being made to the 
Florence City Council. Specific information regarding the Review Committee can be found later in this 
section. 

All applicants selected by the Review Committee to make a presentation to the City Council must do so 
in order to be eligible to receive funding.  

• Take place at a regular City Council meeting, as a discussion item regarding the budget and 
entitled “Outside Agency Requests” on the City Council Meeting agenda; and 

• Take place prior to the statutorily required Public Hearing for the Budget. 

The Outside Agency Funding Request Form, any supporting materials provided by the applicant, and the 
scoring matrices completed by the Review Committee shall be included as part of the agenda packet as 
a public record. Sensitive information will be redacted as legally allowed and necessary. 

Following the presentation to the City Council, the Council will provide consensus for awards. The actual 
awards will not be made until the budget has been finalized and approved. 

See Appendix A for associated flowchart outlining this process. 

Review Committee 

All applications received by the published deadline each years shall be reviewed by a review committee 
prior to any recommendations being made to the Florence City Council 

Committee Makeup 

A review committee including the following members be created on an annual basis:  

• Two (2) City of Florence City Councilmembers 
o Said Councilmembers shall be nominated by and selected amongst 

themselves each year during a regular City Council meeting prior to the 
close of acceptance for applications 

• The City Manager 
• The Finance Director 

On an annual basis, the Florence City Council may, by vote of the Council at a regular City 
Council meeting, choose to expand the makeup of the review committee. 

Committee Responsibilities 



 

In order to facilitate equitable review and award transparency, the Review Committee will 
review all applications received utilizing a scoring matrix. The scoring matrix shall include a 
minimum of the following items: 

• Scores relating to benefits and projected impact 
• Scores relating to physical location and providing for local preference 
• Scores relating to if the funding is intended for a specific project or use, with 

preference for the same 
• Scores relating to the applicant’s 501C3 status, and providing for preference for said 

status 
• Scores relating to the applicant’s other funding requests, with preference for those 

who have requested funding from other entities in addition to the City of Florence 

A minimum score will on the scoring matrix will be required in order for the applicant to be 
eligible for further consideration. The minimum score may vary on an annual basis depending on 
the total score possible, but shall always be greater than 50% of the total possible score. 

Should the amount of eligible applicants exceed the amount of funding available, the Review 
Committee will recommend a practical amount of applicants to make a presentation to the 
Florence City Council during a regular City Council meeting as part of the budget process. This 
selection shall be based upon the numerical score obtained on the scoring matrix, starting with 
the highest score and continuing in reverse order until all spots have been allocated. The Review 
Committee may request that an applicant provide additional information and/or a presentation 
to the Committee as necessary. 

Allocation of Funds 

The City of Florence’s estimated budget for outside agency funding will vary on an annual basis and may 
be adjusted as part of the budgeting process. Such adjustments may be based on relevant factors 
including but not limited to economic conditions, the number of applications submitted, and the 
amount of total funding requested. 

Failure of any applicant to submit a year-end report to the Florence City Council describing how any 
money that has been awarded was utilized may result in the applicant not being considered for future 
funding opportunities. Any requests for additional funding following the yearly initial funding allocation 
will not be considered. 

Funds will not be eligible for distribution until after the associated budget has been finalized. 









































































































































Item Item Avg. Points Running Total Points Possible Points 

(1) The funding will provide a direct benefit to the City of Florence, the
citizens of Florence, and/or businesses located in Florence

5 
Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(2) The funding will allow expansion of the non-profit's services
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(3) The funding will improve quality of life for Florence citizens
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(4) Physical location of the non-profit is in Florence City Limits

5 Yes (5) Within 10 Miles of 
Florence City Hall (3) 

More than 10 Miles from 
Florence City Hall (0) 

(5) The funding is for a specific project or use
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(6) The non-profit is a 501C
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(7) The non-profit has requested funding from other sources
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

Total 35 
* A minimum total score of 20 is required for consideration

2024 City of Florence Outside Agency Funding Request Scoring Matrix

Organization: Florence Architectural & Cultural Traditions 
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Item Item Avg. Points Running Total Points Possible Points 

(1) The funding will provide a direct benefit to the City of Florence, the
citizens of Florence, and/or businesses located in Florence

5 
Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(2) The funding will allow expansion of the non-profit's services
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(3) The funding will improve quality of life for Florence citizens
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(4) Physical location of the non-profit is in Florence City Limits

5 Yes (5) Within 10 Miles of 
Florence City Hall (3) 

More than 10 Miles from 
Florence City Hall (0) 

(5) The funding is for a specific project or use
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(6) The non-profit is a 501C
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(7) The non-profit has requested funding from other sources
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

Total 35 
* A minimum total score of 20 is required for consideration

2024 City of Florence Outside Agency Funding Request Scoring Matrix

Organization: Florence Arts Council 
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Item Item Avg. Points Running Total Points Possible Points 

(1) The funding will provide a direct benefit to the City of Florence, the
citizens of Florence, and/or businesses located in Florence

5 
Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(2) The funding will allow expansion of the non-profit's services
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(3) The funding will improve quality of life for Florence citizens
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(4) Physical location of the non-profit is in Florence City Limits

5 Yes (5) Within 10 Miles of 
Florence City Hall (3) 

More than 10 Miles from 
Florence City Hall (0) 

(5) The funding is for a specific project or use
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(6) The non-profit is a 501C
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(7) The non-profit has requested funding from other sources
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

Total 35 
* A minimum total score of 20 is required for consideration

2024 City of Florence Outside Agency Funding Request Scoring Matrix

Organization: Florence Chamber of Commerce 
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Item Item Avg. Points Running Total Points Possible Points 

(1) The funding will provide a direct benefit to the City of Florence, the
citizens of Florence, and/or businesses located in Florence

5 
Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(2) The funding will allow expansion of the non-profit's services
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(3) The funding will improve quality of life for Florence citizens
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(4) Physical location of the non-profit is in Florence City Limits

5 Yes (5) Within 10 Miles of 
Florence City Hall (3) 

More than 10 Miles from 
Florence City Hall (0) 

(5) The funding is for a specific project or use
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(6) The non-profit is a 501C
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(7) The non-profit has requested funding from other sources
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

Total 35 
* A minimum total score of 20 is required for consideration

2024 City of Florence Outside Agency Funding Request Scoring Matrix

Organization: Florence Historical Archive, Inc. 
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Item Item Avg. Points Running Total Points Possible Points 

(1) The funding will provide a direct benefit to the City of Florence, the
citizens of Florence, and/or businesses located in Florence

5 
Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(2) The funding will allow expansion of the non-profit's services
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(3) The funding will improve quality of life for Florence citizens
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(4) Physical location of the non-profit is in Florence City Limits

5 Yes (5) Within 10 Miles of 
Florence City Hall (3) 

More than 10 Miles from 
Florence City Hall (0) 

(5) The funding is for a specific project or use
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(6) The non-profit is a 501C
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(7) The non-profit has requested funding from other sources
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

Total 35 
* A minimum total score of 20 is required for consideration

2024 City of Florence Outside Agency Funding Request Scoring Matrix

Organization: Florence Merchants' Association 
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Item Item Avg. Points Running Total Points Possible Points 

(1) The funding will provide a direct benefit to the City of Florence, the
citizens of Florence, and/or businesses located in Florence

5 
Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(2) The funding will allow expansion of the non-profit's services
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(3) The funding will improve quality of life for Florence citizens
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(4) Physical location of the non-profit is in Florence City Limits

5 Yes (5) Within 10 Miles of 
Florence City Hall (3) 

More than 10 Miles from 
Florence City Hall (0) 

(5) The funding is for a specific project or use
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(6) The non-profit is a 501C
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(7) The non-profit has requested funding from other sources
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

Total 35 
* A minimum total score of 20 is required for consideration

2024 City of Florence Outside Agency Funding Request Scoring Matrix

Organization: Florence Pioneer Museum & Research Center 

3.00

3.00

2.25

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

3.00

6.00

8.25

13.25

18.25

23.25

28.25

28.25



Item Item Avg. Points Running Total Points Possible Points 

(1) The funding will provide a direct benefit to the City of Florence, the
citizens of Florence, and/or businesses located in Florence

5 
Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(2) The funding will allow expansion of the non-profit's services
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(3) The funding will improve quality of life for Florence citizens
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(4) Physical location of the non-profit is in Florence City Limits

5 Yes (5) Within 10 Miles of 
Florence City Hall (3) 

More than 10 Miles from 
Florence City Hall (0) 

(5) The funding is for a specific project or use
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(6) The non-profit is a 501C
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(7) The non-profit has requested funding from other sources
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

Total 35 
* A minimum total score of 20 is required for consideration

2024 City of Florence Outside Agency Funding Request Scoring Matrix

Organization: Florence Senior Community Center 
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Item Item Avg. Points Running Total Points Possible Points 

(1) The funding will provide a direct benefit to the City of Florence, the
citizens of Florence, and/or businesses located in Florence

5 
Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(2) The funding will allow expansion of the non-profit's services
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(3) The funding will improve quality of life for Florence citizens
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(4) Physical location of the non-profit is in Florence City Limits

5 Yes (5) Within 10 Miles of 
Florence City Hall (3) 

More than 10 Miles from 
Florence City Hall (0) 

(5) The funding is for a specific project or use
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(6) The non-profit is a 501C
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(7) The non-profit has requested funding from other sources
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

Total 35 
* A minimum total score of 20 is required for consideration

2024 City of Florence Outside Agency Funding Request Scoring Matrix

Organization: JJs Helping Paws 
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Item Item Avg. Points Running Total Points Possible Points 

(1) The funding will provide a direct benefit to the City of Florence, the
citizens of Florence, and/or businesses located in Florence

5 
Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(2) The funding will allow expansion of the non-profit's services
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(3) The funding will improve quality of life for Florence citizens
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(4) Physical location of the non-profit is in Florence City Limits

5 Yes (5) Within 10 Miles of 
Florence City Hall (3) 

More than 10 Miles from 
Florence City Hall (0) 

(5) The funding is for a specific project or use
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(6) The non-profit is a 501C
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(7) The non-profit has requested funding from other sources
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

Total 35 
* A minimum total score of 20 is required for consideration

2024 City of Florence Outside Agency Funding Request Scoring Matrix

Organization: Miller-Kitto American Legion Post 25 
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Item Item Avg. Points Running Total Points Possible Points 

(1) The funding will provide a direct benefit to the City of Florence, the
citizens of Florence, and/or businesses located in Florence

5 
Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(2) The funding will allow expansion of the non-profit's services
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(3) The funding will improve quality of life for Florence citizens
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(4) Physical location of the non-profit is in Florence City Limits

5 Yes (5) Within 10 Miles of 
Florence City Hall (3) 

More than 10 Miles from 
Florence City Hall (0) 

(5) The funding is for a specific project or use
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(6) The non-profit is a 501C
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(7) The non-profit has requested funding from other sources
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

Total 35 
* A minimum total score of 20 is required for consideration

2024 City of Florence Outside Agency Funding Request Scoring Matrix

Organization: Nature's Educators 
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Item Item Avg. Points Running Total Points Possible Points 

(1) The funding will provide a direct benefit to the City of Florence, the
citizens of Florence, and/or businesses located in Florence

5 
Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(2) The funding will allow expansion of the non-profit's services
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(3) The funding will improve quality of life for Florence citizens
5 Strongly Agree (5) Agree (3) Neutral / Disagree (0) 

(4) Physical location of the non-profit is in Florence City Limits

5 Yes (5) Within 10 Miles of 
Florence City Hall (3) 

More than 10 Miles from 
Florence City Hall (0) 

(5) The funding is for a specific project or use
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(6) The non-profit is a 501C
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

(7) The non-profit has requested funding from other sources
5 Yes (5) No (0) 

Total 35 
* A minimum total score of 20 is required for consideration

2024 City of Florence Outside Agency Funding Request Scoring Matrix

Organization: Pioneer Day Board 
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1) CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
City Council Chambers, 600 W. 3rd Street, Florence, CO 81226 

 
Mayor Wolfe called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2) ROLL CALL: 
   Mayor Wolfe Present 

Councilman Vanhoutan Present 
Councilman Stiefel Present 
Councilwoman Stone Present 
Councilman Mergelman Present 
Councilwoman Gardner Present 
Councilwoman MacKinnon Present 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: City Clerk Cortlyne Huppe, City Manager Amy Nasta, Public Works 
Director Sam Elstun, Planning Director Ashley Fox, Finance Officer Lori Cobler and City 
Attorney Dan Findlay. 

 
3) PRESENTATIONS 

a) 2023 Audit Presentation 
Presented By: Uli Keely 

 
Uli Keely of Prospective Solutions presented the City of Florence’s 2023 financial audit report. 
The report included a management discussion and analysis that has a summarized report of the 
2023 financials. She then elaborated on the financial statements and different fund balances. 
Uli Keely noted one footnote that derived from the Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
issuing a new statement relating to subscription-based information technology.  
 
Mayor Wolfe asked if the City had good controls, or checks and balances in place. 
 
Mrs. Keely stated the City has good processes and internal controls.  
 
Councilor Mergelman inquired how Mrs. Keely would compare Florence’s financials to other 
municipalities of equal size. 
 
She replied there are too many variables to give a clear comparison, but that the City of 
Florence’s finances are well managed. 

 
4) PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 Any matter on this agenda may, at the discretion of the governing body, be opened for  
 public comment and discussion (three minutes). 
 

There was no public comment. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/@CityofFlorenceCO
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5) CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Consider approving the minutes as written for the Regular City Council Meeting on  
June 17, 2024 

b) Consider approving City expenditures prepared on June 20, 2024, in the amount of  
$20,105.10, and June 27, 2024, in the amount of $101,687.59 

 
Councilor MacKinnon motioned to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilor Stone seconded. 
With the Councilmembers voting in favor of the motion, the motion carried. 

 
6) OLD BUSINESS 

a) Consider approving the second reading of Ordinance No. 7 – 2024:  
An Ordinance Designating 105 West Main Street, The Knights of Pythias/Castle Hall,  
As a Local Historic Landmark 
 

Planning Director Ashley Fox opened the agenda item for questions. 
 
Motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance No. 7-2024: An Ordinance Designating 
105 West Main Street, The Knights of Pythias/Castle Hall, to the Local Historic Registry 
based on the finding of facts that have been met as listed in Municipal Code 15.60.080: 
Councilor Stone 
Seconded by: Councilor Gardner 
7 Ayes 
Motion passed: 7 – 0 

 
7) NEW BUSINESS 

a) Consider approving Ordinance No. 8 – 2024: An Ordinance approving re-zoning of lots 17  
through 20, Block L of the United Oil Company’s Mesa Subdivision from I – 1 Light 
Industrial Zone District to R-1 Low-Density Residential Zone District 

 
Planning Director Ashley Fox stated the applicant wishes to rezone the property for 
construction of a single-family home. Residential homes are only allowed in I-1 Light 
Industrial Zones as a watchman’s quarters; therefore, re-zoning is necessary. The Planning 
Commission held a public hearing on June 20, 2024, where they voted unanimously in favor 
of the re-zone.  
 
Mayor Wolfe confirmed the Council approved a similar re-zone in the neighborhood. 
 
Motion to approve Ordinance No. 8 – 2024: An Ordinance approving re-zoning of lots 17  
through 20, Block L of the United Oil Company’s Mesa Subdivision from I – 1 Light 
Industrial Zone District to R-1 Low-Density Residential Zone District: Councilor Gardner 
Seconded by: Councilor Mergelman 
7 Ayes 
Motion passed: 7 – 0 

 
b) Consider adopting Resolution No. 7-2024: A Resolution allowing an Indoor Amusement  

and Entertainment Establishment as a Use by Special Review at 111 Church Avenue 
 

Planning Director Ashley Fox stated the building is in the C- General Commercial district 
where an Indoor Amusement and Entertainment Establishment is a permitted Use by Special 
Review only. The Planning Commission  held a Public Hearing on May 16, 2024, and voted 
unanimously on recommending the approval of the application contingent on a parking plan 
that addressed safety and lighting, and also a consultation with local CDOT, Fremont 
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Sanitation, and Florence Fire Department. The Planning Commission convened on June 20, 
2024, and voted unanimously to approve the parking plan at 111 Church Avenue. 
 
Councilor Vanhoutan questioned CDOT’s new-site highway access permit.  
 
Planning Director Fox responded that the highway access permit is still in the approval 
process. 
 
Mayor Wolfe questioned if the Florence Fire Department approved the special use. 
 
Planning Director Fox replied affirmatively, and stated the fire access on the back of the 
building needed to remain accessible.  
 
Motion to approve Resolution No. 7-2024: A Resolution allowing an Indoor Amusement  
and Entertainment Establishment as a Use by Special Review at 111 Church Avenue, 
contingent on CDOT’s approval of a State Highway Access Permit: Councilor Gardner 
Seconded by: Councilor Vanhoutan 
7 Ayes 
Motion passed: 7 – 0 

 
8) COUNCIL UPDATES 

a) City Council Reports 
 

Councilor Vanhoutan, Councilor Stiefel and Councilor Stone attended the Colorado 
Municipal League Annual conference. They each commented on the informative and 
educational sessions. 
 
Councilor Mergelman announced the upcoming City of Florence July 4 Festival. 
 
Councilor Gardner, Councilor Stone and Councilor MacKinnon attended the recent funeral 
procession for the WWII veteran laid to rest at Union Highland Cemetery.  
 
Councilor MacKinnon announced three applications would be coming from the Historic 
Preservation Committee.  
 
Mayor Wolfe attended the Senior Center coffee chat, met with Brad Rowland and Chris 
Koehn of Emergent Campus, and attended the Colorado Regional Outdoor Partnership 
Initiative District 11 meeting. He also went to the City’s movie night, the funeral service for 
Clifford Stricklan, made contact with Ashley Sack of Royal Gorge Bighorn Coalition, 
discussed the Pioneer Park bathroom operations with City staff, and announced the City’s 
newest communication program, Constant Contact.  
 
Mayor Wolfe then presented a statement regarding a police blotter. He stated the time and 
energy to create a blotter would divert City resources away from more critical services, and 
noted the Florence Police Department arrests are published through the Fremont County 
Sherrif’s Office. (Written statement is attached). 
 

b) City Manager Reports 
 

City Manager Amy Nasta stated the Street Needs Assessment would be completed soon, and 
would communicate a resolution for the Pioneer Park bathrooms with City Council after the 
City’s department head meeting. She reiterated the sign-up process for Constant Contact, and 
noted participants experiencing difficulty should check their spam folders. City Manager 
Nasta then stated the collaborative work between Public Works, the Water Department and 
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Fremont County Airport on the wildfire had no effect or shortage on the regional water 
system.  
 
Mayor Wolfe confirmed the City Council would receive an update on the ARPA Tree 
Program at the August 5, 2024, meeting.  
 
City Attorney Dan Findlay also attended the Colorado Municipal League Annual Conference. 
 
Public Works Director Sam Elstun and his department had been working on set-up for the 
City’s July 4th Festival. 

 
9)  EXECUTIVE SESSION(S): City Manager Performance Review -- Pursuant to C.R.S. Section  

24-6-402(4)(f), discussion of a personnel issue, specifically the City Manager's performance 
review and not involving: any specific employees who have requested discussion of the matter in 
open session; any member of this body or any elected official; the appointment of any person to 
fill an office of this body or of an elected official; or personnel policies that do not require the 
discussion of matters personal to particular employees; 
 

Mayor Wolfe motioned to enter into executive session at 7:15 p.m., for the City Manager 
Performance Review under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402(4)(f), discussion of a personnel issue, 
specifically the City Manager's performance review and not involving: any specific employees 
who have requested discussion of the matter in open session; any member of this body or any 
elected official; the appointment of any person to fill an office of this body or of an elected 
official; or personnel policies that do not require the discussion of matters personal to 
particular employees; 
Seconded by: Councilor Stone 
7 Ayes 
Motion Passed: 7 – 0 

 
Attendees of the executive session were the City Council, the City Attorney, and the City 
Manager. The executive session adjourned at 7:43 p.m. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION(S): IF NECESSARY 
Pursuant to C.R.S. §24-6-402(4)(b), an executive session for the purpose of conferencing with an 
attorney for the local public body for the purposes of receiving legal advice on specific legal 
questions pertaining to any item listed on the agenda herein and/or any related discussion that may 
arise thereto. Such executive session may be entered into at any time or at any point on the agenda, 
if necessary and with the requisite Council approval.  

 
10) ADJOURNMENT: Adjournment until the next regular City Council Meeting 

   Monday, July 15, 2024 
 

Councilor Gardner motioned to adjourn the meeting. Councilor Mergelman seconded. With all 
of the Councilmembers voting in favor of the motion, the motion carried.  
Mayor Wolfe adjourned the City Council Meeting at 7:43 p.m. 

 
CITY OF FLORENCE, CO  
 
BY: _______________________________  
Steve Wolfe, Mayor 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: _____________________________ 
Cortlyne Huppe, City Clerk 



Public Meeting Statement from the Mayor: 

I'd like to address a topic that continues to come up regarding the potential or need for 
the City to publish a police blotter. This decision is fully within the purview of our City 
Manager, based on operational strategy and resource allocation. After careful 
consideration and reconsideration, it has been determined that, at this time and for the 
foreseeable future, dedicating staff time and energy to this task would divert resources 
away from more critical services. 

There have been claims that the City has resources for other programs like the Tree 
Program and Outside Agency Funding. These programs have been directed by the Council 
and provide tangible benefits to the community. They are managed by the City Manager 
personally due to limited staff capacity. Suggesting that we divert these efforts to create a 
police blotter is not in the best interest of the city. We continually strive to recognize the 
most important needs of our community. 

Furthermore, it’s worth noting that larger, better-staffed agencies in our community, such 
as Fremont County and Cañon City, do not publish a blotter with all calls. Only arrests and 
summonses information are published.  Currently, any arrests made by the Florence 
Police Department are processed through the Sheriff’s Office and can be viewed on the 
Fremont County Crime Watch website – just like CCPD and FCSO arrests. This information 
is available to the public.   

Anyone seeking additional information can easily access it through proper channels, 
including the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA) requests. We have consistently 
processed these requests promptly, even waiving fees when necessary. To be clear, no 
information is being withheld and all information remains accessible subject to CORA and 
other relevant laws. This ensures fairness and transparency, as mandated by the 
legislature. 

I have brought this topic up to many citizens and have not identified a need or desire for a 
police blotter. None of the other Councilmembers have been approached by citizens or 
their constituents on this subject. The only direct communication I know about is a form 
letter sent to me and some social media posts. There is no research indicating that a 
police blotter deters crime or provides timely trends when published after the fact, and 
that was the main feedback I received.  Our responsibility is to make the best use of our 
available resources for the benefit of the entire community.   

As you know, the city has started a Constant Contact program that allows citizens to 
receive updates on events and general information from the city. The form includes a 
Public Safety section with options for Neighborhood Activity and Police Announcements. I 
believe the city will become adept at using this system for real-time dissemination of 
critical information for the citizens of the Florence area. I encourage all citizens to sign-up. 

Thank you." 

 
 

 























 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM                   
MEETING DATE: JULY 15, 2024 
STAFF CONTACT: CORTLYNE HUPPE, CITY CLERK 
 
 
Agenda Item: Consider approving the annual liquor license renewal for the Green Parrot 

Lounge 
 
Department: Administration  
 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Approve the annual liquor license renewal for the Green Parrot Lounge 
 
Background/Description of Item: 
The Green Parrot Lounge is located at 223 West Main Street. The applicant has submitted all 
required renewal documentation. 
 
Financial Impact: 
The City fee for this application was $175.00 
 
Suggested Motion: 
Approve the annual liquor license renewal for the Green Parrot Lounge 
 
 



COUNCIL ACTION FORM                   
MEETING DATE: JULY 15, 2024 
STAFF REPORT:   AMY NASTA, CITY MANAGER 
 
 
Agenda Item: Consider approving the Agreement for Water Service for  

1305 West 4th Street, Florence, Colorado 81226 
 
Department: Administration 
 
 
Background / Description of Item: 
 
Phil Salo has submitted an Agreement for Water Service for the location at 1305 West 4th 
Street, Florence, Colorado 81226. 
 
As stated in the Florence Municipal Code 13.04.330(b), “Water service outside the 
municipal limits shall require prior approval by the City Council.” 
 
In addition to an Agreement for Water Service, applicants must submit Union Ditch 
share(s), a Dryup Covenant and Affidavit, and the appropriate fee dependent on the size of 
water tap requested. Phil Salo is requesting a ¾” water tap which is equivalent to one (1) 
Union Ditch Share per Resolution 8-2022. 
 
Florence Municipal Code 13.04.330(b), “All Union Ditch water shares transferred to the 
City of Florence shall be accompanied by a signed and notarized "Dryup Covenant and 
Affidavit" by the owner of the water share(s)…”   
 
Staff Comments: 
 
Staff suggest the City Council approve this Agreement for Water Service contingent on 
completed payment and supporting documentation. 
 
Financial Impact: 

• For a ¾” tap, the City will receive 51% of $13,440 ($6,854.4), per Resolution 8-2022 
• The City will receive a tap installation fee of $1,860 

 
Suggested Motion: 

• Approve the Agreement for Water Service for 1305 West 4th Street, Florence, 
Colorado 81226, contingent on complete payment, completed Dryup Covenant and 
Affidavit, completed Outside Water Tap Agreement, and 1 Union Ditch share.  



 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM                   
MEETING DATE:  JULY 15, 2024 
STAFF CONTACT: AMY NASTA, CITY MANAGER 
 
 
Agenda Item: Consider ratifying the purchase of one hundred fifty (150) sections 

of crowd control barricade. 
 
Department: Administration / Public Works 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Authorize the purchase of one hundred fifty (150) sections of yellow crowd control barricade in 
the amount of $16,435.00. 
 
Background/Description of Item: 
Prior to the purchase of these barriers, the City of Florence lacked any kind of substantial crowd 
control barricades for cordoning off streets, project work zones, or other areas that need to have 
restricted access. The City utilized saw horses, cones, and rope for these tasks. These methods 
are typically ineffective as they are easily moved by passers-by, thus allowing access to such 
areas and creating a potential safety hazard. These barriers can be used by Public Works, the 
Florence Police Department, and the Water Treatment Department as needed whenever access 
restriction is necessary. 
 
While the City had discussed the purchase of such barricades in the past, a determination to 
move forward with the purchase was made in advance of the City’s annual Wet N Dry parade, 
after learning that nearby municipalities had cancelled similar events due to safety and other 
concerns. Staff discussed the need to improve crowd control in the “wet” portion of the parade in 
order to mitigate safety concerns in this area to the greatest extent possible. At the time the 
decision was made to order the barricades, the total price was quoted at $13,948.80, below the 
City Manager’s $15,000.00 spending authority. The original quote is attached for reference. 
 
Please note, the original quote includes pricing for both one hundred (100) pieces of barricade, 
and one hundred fifty (150) pieces of barricade (highlighted), and combined shipping for two 
hundred fifty (250) pieces of barricade. The combined shipping was originally quoted at 
$3,498.00, or $13.992/piece, or $2,098.80 for one hundred fifty (150) pieces: 
 
Shipping for 250 pieces = $3,498.00 
Shipping per piece = $3,498.00 / 250 
Shipping per piece = $13.992 
Shipping for 150 pieces = $13.992 x 150 
Shipping for 150 pieces = $2,098.00 
 
Total price = Shipping for 150 pieces + Purchase of 150 pieces 
Total price = $2,098.00 + $11,850.00 
Total price = $13,948.80 
 



The barricades were ordered, and Staff requested expedited shipping in order to ensure the 
shipment arrived prior to the Fourth of July event. When the invoice for the barricades arrived 
and was presented to Finance for payment, the shipping was listed as $4,585.00 rather than the 
anticipated $2,098.00, pushing the total coast for the item to $16,435.00, rather than 
$13,948.00, and above the City Manager’s spending authority ($15,000.00): 
 
Total price = Expedited shipping for 150 pieces + Purchase of 150 pieces 
Total price = $4,585.00 + $11,850.00 
Total price = $16,435.00 
 
After discussion with the ordering Staff member, it was determined that this was an 
unintentional error, as the price difference for expedited shipping was not requested prior to 
ordering. When the price difference was discovered, the shipment was already en route to the 
City and a restocking fee would have been charged to cancel the order, thus increasing the 
original price over the original quote and making it so the City would not have the barriers for the 
event they were being purchased for. 
 
This purchase technically meets the definition of an “Emergency Purchase” as defined in 
Section IX(A)(3), Emergency Purchases, Emergency Purchase definition, of the City of 
Florence’s Purchasing Policy, which states (in pertinent part): 
 
An emergency purchase is a purchase made when a lack thereof would threaten:… 

3) The health or safety of any person, public or private. 
 
With regard to reporting Section IX(B), Emergency Purchases, Authority, states in pertinent part: 
 
“When expenditures are $15,000 or more, a full report of the circumstances necessitating the 
emergency action shall be presented to the City Council at the soonest regular meeting…” 
 
This Council Action Form is intended to serve as this report. 
 
In the future, Staff is aware of the necessity of obtaining a quote for any changes requested to 
an original quote, including, but not limited to, changes in shipping speed, as this may change 
the price of an item and may adjust the Purchasing Policy provisions said item falls under. 
 
Financial Impact: 
The cost of $16,435.00 includes both the purchase of the barricades and expedited shipping. 
This money is available in the equipment budget for Public Works. 
 
Attachments: 

• Original Quote 
• Quote including expedited shipping 

 
Suggested Motion: 
Ratify the purchase of one hundred fifty (150) sections eight and one half feet (8.5’) sections of 
yellow steel crowd control barricades with flat bases, including expedited shipping, from Epic 
Solutions in the amount $16,435.00. 
 







COUNCIL ACTION FORM                   
MEETING DATE: JULY 15, 2024 
STAFF REPORT:  ASHLEY FOX, PLANNING DIRECTOR 
 
 
Agenda Item: Consider approving the second reading of Ordinance No. 8 – 2024, an 

Ordinance approving re-zoning of lots 17 through 20, Block L of the United 
Oil Company’s Mesa Subdivision from I – 1 Light Industrial Zone District 
to R-1 Low Density Residential Zone District 
 

Department: Planning 
 
 
Background / Description of Item: 
 
Ernesto Urias, owner of the property located at 760 Pine Street, legally known as Lots 17, 18, 19, 
and 20, Block L of the United Oil Company’s Mesa Subdivision has requested a zone change from I-
1 Ligh Industrial to R-1 Low Density Residential.   
 
Staff Comments: 
 
The applicant wishes to rezone the property to allow for the construction of a single-family home. 
 
New residential uses are only allowed in I-1 Light Industrial Zone District as a watchman’s quarters 
to another permitted use, therefore rezoning is necessary. 
 
The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on June 20, 2024, after proper notice was 
published, mailed and sign posted.  The Planning Commission voted 4 yes to 0 no to recommend to 
City Council that the subject property be re-zoned to R-1 Low Density Residential Zone District, 
finding that the property was not properly zoned when existing zoning was imposed, and there has 
been a material change in the neighborhood which justifies the requested zone change.   
 
Financial Impact: 
There is no financial impact associated with the rezone request.  
 
The first reading of Ordinance 8 – 2024 passed with a 7-0 vote on July 1, 2024 
 
The Ordinance was published in full in The Daily Record on July 5, 2024. 
 
Suggested Motion: 

• Approve the second reading of Ordinance No. 8 – 2024: An ordinance approving the re-
zoning of lots 17, 18, 19, and 20, Block L of the United Oil Company’s Mesa Subdivision 
from I-1 Light Industrial Zone District to R-1 Low Density Residential Zone District. 
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ORDINANCE NO.  8 - 2024 
  

An Ordinance Approving Re-Zoning of Lots 17 through 20,  
Block L of the United Oil Company’s Mesa Subdivision  

from I-1 Light Industrial Zone District  
to R-1 Low Density Residential Zone District   

 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Florence, Colorado, pursuant 
to Colorado statute and the Florence Municipal Code, is vested with the authority 
of administering the affairs of the City of Florence, Colorado; and  

  
WHEREAS, Ernesto Urias, being the sole owner of all the subject property; and 

 
WHEREAS, the owner submitted the proper application and paid the appropriate 

fee to request re-zoning of the subject lots in the platted United Oil Company’s Mesa 
Subdivision pursuant to Title 17 of the Florence Municipal Code; and 

 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held, after proper notice was published, posted, 

and mailed, before the Florence Planning Commission pursuant to Florence Municipal 
Code Section 17.76 on Thursday, June 20, 2024, at which time the Florence Planning 
Commission, by unanimous vote, recommended to the City Council that the said 
property be re-zoned to the R-1 Low Density Residential Zone District, finding that the 
property was not properly zoned when existing zoning was imposed, and there has been 
a material change in the neighborhood which justifies the requested zone change. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE FLORENCE CITY COUNCIL AS 
FOLLOWS: 

1. The land described in the title statement of this Ordinance is hereby re-zoned 
to the R-1 Low Density Residential Zone District. 
 

2. The zoning map of the City of Florence shall be amended to reflect the above 
zone designation. 

 
INTRODUCED AS AN ORDINANCE, PASSED ON ITS FIRST READING, ASSIGNED AN 
ORDINANCE NUMBER AND ORDERED TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE DAILY RECORD, THE 
CITY’S OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER ON THIS _____ DAY OF ____________, 2024.  
  
ATTEST:      CITY OF FLORENCE, COLORADO  
  
  
____________________________________          BY: ____________________________________ 
            Cortlyne Huppe, City Clerk      Steve Wolfe, Mayor  
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 Ordinance published in full on _______________________, 2024 in the Daily Record  

 

 Passed and adopted on its second reading this ______ day of __________, 2024.  

 

ATTEST:      CITY OF FLORENCE, COLORADO  
 
____________________________________          BY: ____________________________________ 
            Cortlyne Huppe, City Clerk                     Steve Wolfe, Mayor  
 

 Ordinance published by title, on _______________________, 2024 in the Daily Record  



 

CITY OF FLORENCE 
600 West 3rd Street 

Florence, Colorado 81226 
(719) 784-4848 

cityofflorence@florencecolorado.org 
www.florencecolorado.org 

 
 

City Manager Report 
 

June 28, 2024 – July 11, 2024 
 

Meetings with agencies, boards, and committees: 
• Outside Agency Funding Review Committee – July 3, 2024 

o The Outside Agency Funding Review Committee met to score applications. As 
required by the Outside Agency Funding Request Program. 
 

• City of Florence Fourth of July Event – July 4, 2024 
o Attended the City of Florence’s Fourth of July event and assisted with crowd 

control efforts at the Intersection of N Pike’s Peak and Main Street. Thanks to 
Staff and the City Council for a great event. 
 

• City/City/County Meeting – July 8, 2024 
o Attended the quarterly City/City/County meeting between Fremont County, 

Cañon City, and Florence. 
 
Internal Meetings/Discussion/Projects 

• Staff has started the 2025 Budget review with our first rounds of internal meetings on 
the budget. 
 

• The City of Florence is accepting sign-ups for the City’s new communications initiative 
run through the Constant Contact platform. This initiative allows citizens to sign up to 
receive notifications and information on topics of their choosing. A sign up form is 
available on the City’s website.  

 
• The City of Florence was approved for a mini grant proposal to the Upper Arkansas Area 

Council of Governments (UAACOG) for proposed improvements to the Florence 
Municipal Pool. The total amount is $10,000: $5,000 from UAACOG and a $5,000 match 
from the City. 

 
• Since the City’s migration to an electronic billing platform, enrollments in auto-pay and 

other features of the system as well as opt-ins to electronic billing have continued to 
increase on a daily basis.  
 



 

CITY OF FLORENCE 
600 West 3rd Street 

Florence, Colorado 81226 
(719) 784-4848 

cityofflorence@florencecolorado.org 
www.florencecolorado.org 

 
 

• Code Enforcement has been busy sending out notifications regarding weeds and other 
issues throughout the City as well as working with the County on plans to address 
properties adjacent to the City of Florence, but not within the City’s jurisdiction. 

 
• Staff is continuing to work on the lengthy processes of holistic code revision and fee 

updates. We expect to present another round of house-keeping type code revisions 
prior to the end of the summer. 
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